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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of  Highwortb 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1955 
on  the  state  of  the  public  health  of  the  District  together  with  the 
Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  wholehearted  co- 
operation and  assistance  from  the  staff  and  also  from  the  other 
Departments  of  your  Council  throughout  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

R.  S.  McELROY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1956. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  AS  AT 


31st  December,  1955. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

R.  S.  McELROY,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  (also 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Cricklade  & Wootton  Bassett  Rural 
District  Council,  Assistant  County  and  School  Medical  Officer, 
Wiltshire  County  Council). 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer 

A.  G.  Underwood,  cert,  s.i.b.,  f.s.i.a.,  meat  and  food  cert., 

CERT.  NAT.  INST.  BUILDERS. 


Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

H.  S.  Cartwright,  cert,  s.i.ej.b.,  m.s.i.a.,  meat  and  food 

CERT.,  A.R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 

F.  R.  G.  Selwood,  cert.,  r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  meat  and  food  cert. 

K.  C.  Clark,  cert,  s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a.,  meat  and  food  cert. 

A.  W.  J.  Mabbutt,  Unqualified  Assistant  to  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Assistant  Housing  Officers 

L.  Rowland,  a.r.i.p.h.h. 

F.  D.  Marsh,  Junior  Assistant. 


Clerical  Staff 

Mrs.  C.  M.  E.  Thompson  — Shorthand  Typist. 

Miss  K.  M.  Foreman  — Shorthand  Typist. 

(Services  shared  with  Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural 
District  Council  and  Wiltshire  County  Council). 

Council  Offices, 

1 9 Bath  Road, 

Swindon,  Wilts. 

Telephone  Nos.:  Swindon  4847/8/9. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


1955 

Area  of  the  District  (Acres)  ...  ...  •••  48,491 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  ...  •••  14 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  22,520 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  6.158 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £122.699 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £489 

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  1955  ...  ...  160 

By  private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Total  No.  of  Houses  owned  or  administered  by  the 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.789 

No.  of  houses  completed  post-war  by  Council  ...  870 

No.  of  houses  completed  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  322 

Number  of  Domestic  dwellings  connected  to  main  water 
supply  in  H.R.D.C.  Water  Undertaking  Area  in 
1955  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Number  of  Domestic  dwellings  connected  to  main 

water  supply  in  Swindon  Borough  Water  under- 
taking Area  1955  ...  ...  ...  92 


7 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

193 

157 

350 

Illegitimate 

10 

11 

21 

Total  number  of  live  births  ... 

203 

168 

371 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  population  (corrected)  ...  17.3 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15.0 

Comparability  factor  for  the  District  ...  ...  1.07 

Still  Births. 


Births 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate 

5 

2 7 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  Still  Births  ... 

6 

2 8 

Deaths: 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area.  (Male  82.  Female  105).  Total  187 
Death  rate  per  1000  population  (corrected)  ...  ...  8.6 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.7 

Comparability  factor  for  England  and  Wales  ...  1.05 


Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

5 

1 

Total  number  of  deaths 

4 

2 

6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age. 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

Total  number  of  deaths 

1 

1 

2 

Infant  Death  Rate. 

(Number  of  infant  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000 
live  births) 

Infant  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
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Birth  Rate:  The  birth  rate  at  17.3  per  1000  population  is  almost 
identical  with  the  rate  for  1954  for  the  District.  The  1955  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15  per  1000  population. 

Death  Rate:  The  death  rate  for  1955  (8.6  per  1000  population)  is 
lower  for  the  District  than  that  for  1954  at  9.1.  The  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  1 1.7  in  1955. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate:  The  infant  death  rate  for  1955  in  the  District 
was  16.2  per  1000  live  births  as  compared  with  12.6  in  1953  and 
30.8  in  1954.  The  England  and  Wales  infant  death  rate  was  24.9 
per  1000  live  births. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 



2 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

2 

neoplasms 

10 

9 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

2 



Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system... 

7 

15 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

14 

10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

10 

23 

Other  circulatory  diseases... 

1 

9 

Influenza 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

Bronchitis 

5 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 



Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

7 

8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

3 

— 

All  other  accidents 

— 

1 

Suicide 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

Total,  all  causes 

82 

105 

9 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  DURING  1955. 


Site 

Age 

Group 

Lungs 

Stomach 

Breast 

Other 

Total 

30-40  yrs. 





1 

2 

3 

41-50  yrs. 

2 

1 

— 

7 

10 

51-60  yrs. 

1 

— 

— 

4 

5 

61-70  yrs. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

71-80  yrs. 

1 

3 

— 

10 

14 

81-90  yrs. 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8 

Total 

6 

7 

4 

29 

46 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
during  1955  as  compared  with  1953  and  1954. 


Disease 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

19 

14 

Whooping  Cough 

55 

128 

67 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

562 

13 

360 

Pneumonia 

26 

7 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection 

3 

1 

5 

Dysentery  ... 

1 1 

J 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

1 

Erysipelas 

4 

z 

Malaria 

2 

1 

Poliomvelitis 

7 

z 

£ 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

Undulant  Fever 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  (Infect.) 

1 

TOTAL  

693 

175 

459 

ANALYSIS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 

The  distribution  of  cases  in  age  groups  and  Parishes  is  shown  in 
the  following  two  tables : — 


Disease 

Under  1 yr. 

1 

1-5  yrs. 

5-15  yrs. 

15-25  yrs. 

25-45  yrs. 

45-65  yrs. 

Over  65  yrs. 

Age 

Unknown 

! 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

6 

7 









— 

14 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

45 

13 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

67 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

4 

151 

201 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

360 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Meningococcal 

Infection  . .. 



_ 











— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 









— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomvelitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

Undulant  Fever 

Encephalitis  (Infect.)  ... 

~ 

i 

TOTAL 

9 

205 

228 

2 

6 

5 

2 

i 

2 

459 
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DISTRIBUTION  IN  PARISHES 
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Scarlet  Fever:  14  cases  were  recorded  compared  with  19  and  12 
in  1954  and  1953  respectively:  the  disease  was  of  a mild  nature. 

Whooping  Cough:  67  cases  were  notified,  half  the  figure  of  128 
for  1954  and  approximately  the  same  (55)  for  1953. 

Diphtheria:  No  cases  have  been  notified  since  1945  (4). 

Measles:  Compared  with  1954  when  a total  of  only  13  cases  was 
recorded  the  incidence  again  reached  epidemic  proportions  (360) 
but  the  disease  was  of  a mild  nature  with  few  complications. 

Pneumonia:  Only  2 cases  were  listed  compared  with  7 and  26  in 
1954  and  1953  respectively. 

Dysentery:  5 cases  were  recorded  as  in  1954. 

Smallpox:  No  suspected  or  confirmed  cases  were  investigated. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers:  No  cases  were  reported. 

Poliomyelitis:  2 cases  were  notified  compared  with  I in  1954.  One 
was  a member  of  the  United  States  Air  Force  brought  into  the 
disrtict  for  treatment  and  probably  infected  elsewhere.  The  other 
case  was  that  of  a young  boy.  age  6,  residing  in  the  area.  He  was 
admitted  to  Swindon  Isolation  Hospital  but  was  discharged  a week 
later  apparently  out  of  danger. 

Food  Poisoning:  Compared  with  1954  when  no  cases  came  to  light, 
six  cases  were  notified.  In  three  of  these,  the  causative  agent  was 
Salmonella  typhi  murium,  the  remaining  three  cases  were  believed 
to  have  been  infected  by  the  consumption  of  a tin  of  Devon  cream 
which  on  culture  gave  a profuse  growth  of  Staphylococcus  aureus, 
coagulase  positive,  and  B.  proteus,  morgani. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases 


Year 

No.  of  cases 

1955 

38 

1954 

32 

1953 

61 

1952 

32 

1951 

29 

13 


Distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  according  to  age  and  sex 
is  as  follows: — 


Age 

New 

cases 

Male 

Male 

Deaths 

New 

cases 

Female 

Female 

Deaths 

Total 

New 

cases  Deaths 

Under  1 yr.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 





1-5  yrs. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5-15  yrs. 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

15-25  yrs 

5 

— 

3 

1 

8 

1 

25-35  yrs 

8 

— 

4 

— 

12 

— 

35-45  yrs. 

6 

— 

2 

1 

8 

1 

45-55  yrs. 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

55-65  yrs. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

25 

— 

13 

3 

38 

3 

Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Patients. 

These  cases  were  classified  as  follows: 

Certificate  No.  1.  Sputum-positive  cases  where  re-housing  is 
considered  urgent  for  the  prevention  of  infection. 

Certificate  No.  2.  Where  better  housing  would  be  desirable  in 
order  to  improve  and  maintain  the  patient’s  health. 

Certificate  No.  3.  Where  improved  housing  would  be  beneficial 
but  is  not  an  urgent  matter. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the 

year. 


Type  of  Case 

No.  cases 

No.  cases 

referred 

rehoused 

Certificate  No.  1 

— 

— 

Certificate  No.  2 

1 

1 

Certificate  No.  3 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47,  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons 
in  need  of  Care  and  attention. 

Many  cases  were  investigated  and  advice  and  assistance  given 
but  in  no  case  was  statutory  action  under  Section  47  necessary. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Immunisation  is  carried  out  by  General  Practitioners  and 
County  Council  Medical  Officers  and  the  following  table  gives  details 
for  the  year  under  review: — 


Age  Groups 

Under 

1 

12  3 4 

^ ^ 

^ 5-9  10-14 

Total 

under 

15 

, ■ 

Priman  imms. 

completed 

during  1955 

115 

in 

39 

265 

Reinf.  injs. 

administered 

during  1955 

23 

444 

467 

Total  immun- 

ised  child  popu- 

lation  at  31st 

*246  *617 

Dec..  1955 

31 

179  244  236  241 

1 130711025 

4126 

* Immunised  before  1/1/51. 
f Immunised  since  1/1/51. 


VACCINATION 


Age  Group 

| Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

1 5 or  over 

Vaccinations 

123 

7 

6 

10 

8 

Re-Vaccinations 

— 

1 

4 

26 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Swindon  Area  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board  caters  for  the  needs  of  the  District. 

Hospital  Facilities 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

The  main  general  hospitals  are  situated  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret 
and  Swindon,  which  also  provide  accommodation  for  maternity 
cases  in  a separate  institution. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Area  Isolation 
Hospital,  Swindon;  the  nearest  Smallpox  Hospital  is  located  at 
Reading.  Cases  under  the  National  Assistance  Act.  1948  are 
admitted  to  Elm  Court.  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 

Other  Facilities. 

Arrangements  for  the  following  services  operating  in  the  District 
are  made  by  the  County  Health  Committee: — 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  young  children; 
Domiciliary  Midwifery; 

Health  Visiting; 

Home  Nursing; 

Vaccination  and  immunisation: 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars; 

Domestic  helps; 

Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for 
the  prevention  of  illness;  care  and  after-care;  health  education; 

Mental  Health  Service. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
HOUSING  OFFICER 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  The 

HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  1 1th  Annual  Report  to  the 
Council  detailing  the  work  which  is  carried  out  under  my  supervision 
for  the  year  1955. 

Once  again.  I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  help  and 
support  of  the  Chairman,  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  work- 
ing of  my  Department  and  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  Officers  and  Staffs  of  the  other  Departments  of  the  Council 
for  their  continued  help  and  assistance  on  many  items  during  the 
year. 


1 am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  UNDERWOOD, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 


June,  1956. 
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SECTION  ONE. 

NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1955. 

Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  Public  Health  Reasons  1 96 
Revisits  to  above  ...  ...  ...  J81 

Complaints  General  ...  ...  ...  88 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  ...  ...  164 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Faeces  ...  ...  ...  99 

Visits  to  Path.  Lab.  ...  ...  ...  104 

Drainage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  148 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  10 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  82 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  415 

Provision  of  Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Water  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  245 

Streams  and  Watercourses  ...  ...  43 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  45 

Verminous  Houses  ...  ...  ...  5 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  653 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  2 

Knackers  Yards  ...  ...  ...  10 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  32 

Movable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  327 

Dealers  in  Scrap  metal  ...  ...  ...  25 


Total  3212 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  557 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Butcher's  shops  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  15 

General  Provisions  ...  ...  ...  135 

Works  canteens,  hostels  and  school  meals  depot ...  5 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  58 

Delivery  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  15 

Food  Manufacturing  premises  ...  ...  6 

Ice  cream  samples  ...  ...  ...  25 

Ice  cream  storage  and  sale  . . ...  51 

Total  919 
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Milk  and  Dairies 

Milk  Samples 

211 

Retail  Dairies 

46 

Farms  and  Dairv  Farms 

...  ... 

1 

Milk  Suppliers 

79 

Total 

337 

Factories  Act. 

Factories  Inspection 

136 

Revisits 

82 

Outworkers 

36 

Total 

254 

Housing  Acts. 

Housing  Inspections  Section  11. 

52 

Revisits  to  Above 

...  ... 

110 

Housing  Survey 

3,429 

Overcrowding 

1 

Houses  licensed  for  reoccupation 

1 

Misc.  Housing  Visits 

32 

Improvement  Grants 

41 

Visits  to  Council  houses 

1,360 

Total  5,026 


Miscellaneous. 

Shops  other  than  food  shops  ...  ...  34 

Halls  and  Places  of  entertainment  ...  ...  5 

Storage  of  Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  74 

Rag  Flock  Act.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Interviews  and  Appointments  ...  ...  830 

Licensing  of  slaughtermen  ...  ...  12 

Misc.  Public  Health  visits  ...  ...  ...  33 

National  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  8 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  1002 
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GRAND  TOTAL  10.750 


WATER  SUPPLY  GENERALLY 


The  quantity  of  water  used  throughout  the  area  supplied  by  the 
Council  has  increased  over  that  used  the  previous  year.  The  in- 
crease is  largely  due  to  the  increased  consumption  for  trade  pur- 
poses. The  consumption  is  approx.  359.000  gals,  per  day  as  against 
332.000  gallons  per  day  last  year. 

The  scheme  for  boosting  this  water  in  the  Northern  Area  has 
been  amended  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  new  scheme  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  next  year,  but,  in  view  of  the  capital  re- 
striction. it  is  not  anticipated  early  approval  will  be  given  to  the 
scheme,  although  it  is  becoming  urgently  necessary  for  boosting  in 
this  area  in  order  to  maintain  the  supply. 

The  mains  have  been  extended  at  South  Marston  to  suppK 
properties  along  the  Shrivenham  Road. 

Other  extensions  have  been  carried  out  to  enable  a supply 
to  be  taken  for  Estate  Development  at  Grove  Hill  and  Botany. 
Highworth.  Berricote  Lane.  Chisledon.  and  Manor  Estate. 
Wan  borough. 


Water  Connections  in  1955 


For  Domestics  (Private)  ... 

79 

For  Domestics  (Council)  ... 

32 

For  Trade  Purposes  (Metered) 

15 

126 

WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SAMPLING 
Public  Supplies. 

Number  of  Public  Supplies  in  the  district  ...  5 

The  sources  of  these  supplies  are  as  follows: 


(1) 

Ashton  Keynes 

Cricklade  & Woott 
Bassett  R.D.C 

(2) 

Markham  Bottom  Supply. 

Gadbourne 

Highworth  R.D.C. 

(3) 

Ogbourne  St.  George 

Supply 

Swindon  Borough. 

(4) 

Ham  Road  Supply 

Highworth  R.D.C. 

(5) 

Latton  Supply 

Swindon  Borough. 
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Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination 
Number  of  unsatisfactory  results 


68 

4 


Chemical  Analysis. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis 
Number  of  unsatisfactory  results 


These  supplies  are  all  chlorinated  and  none  of  the  waters  are 
liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action.  Three  of  the  unsatisfactory  results 
concerned  samples  taken  from  the  Markham  Bottom  Road,  Gad- 
bourne  when  the  water  level  had  dropped  to  a low  level  during 
October.  Following  adjustment  of  the  chlorination  further  samples 
have  proved  highly  satisfactory.  The  other  unsatisfactory  results 
was  on  a sample  from  “Newlyn,”  Kingsdown  Lane,  Blunsdon  St. 
Andrew  where  a new  connection  had  been  made  to  the  mains 
supply.  Further  samples  from  this  house  have  proved  to  be  highly 
satisfactory. 

Several  complaints  were  received  about  the  objectionable  smell, 
taste  and  colour  of  the  water  from  the  Latton  supply.  This  is  par- 
ticularly noticeable  where  new  mains  extensions  are  laid  or  where 
new  connections  are  made  to  the  mains  supply.  The  Analyst  reports 
that  the  colour  and  smell  is  in  their  opinion  due  to  attack  on  the 
pipes  with  dissolution  of  iron  which  is  subsequently  oxidised  by 
air  dissolved  in  the  water,  and  reprecipitated  as  the  brown  hydro- 
xides. The  smell  is  almost  certainly  due  to  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
produced  at  the  same  time  by  reduction  of  sulphates.  The  fact 
that  it  disappears  on  standing  confirms  this. 

Private  Supplies- 

Number  of  Private  Supplies  in  the  district  ...  5 

These  supply  part  of  the  parish  of  Bishopstone,  Hodson  in  the 
parish  of  Chiseldon,  Foxhill  in  the  parish  of  Wanborough,  and 
Salthrop/Bassett  Down  in  the  parish  of  Wroughton. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  ...  38 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  results  ...  . . 17 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  4 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  results  ...  Nil 
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The  unsatisfactory  results  were  on  samples  taken  from  the 
Salthrop  Farm  supply  and  the  Salthrop  House/Bassett  Down  supply 
in  the  parish  of  Wroughton.  There  arc  no  mains  available  in  this 
locality  and  the  owners  have  now  undertaken  to  cleanse  the  supply 
system  and  eliminate  all  known  sources  of  pollution  in  an  effort  to 
purify  the  supply.  If  this  does  not  prove  elTective  the  installation 
of  a chlorinator  will  be  considered. 


Individual  Supplies. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  ...  99 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  results  ...  ...  66 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  ...  4 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  results  ...  ...  3 


Further  progress  has  been  made  in  ensuring  that  all  houses  in 
the  district  have  a pure  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  in  pipes 
in  the  house.  Where  information  from  the  recent  housing  survey 
showed  that  individual  supplies  were  still  being  used  in  areas  where 
mains  supply  is  available,  these  individual  supplies  were  sampled 
and  where  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  action  was  taken  to  provide 
a mains  supply.  Details  are  included  later  in  the  report. 

Properties  connected  to  the  mains  supply  during  1955: — 
Total  number  of  connections  made  by  Hiehworth 

R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Total  number  of  connections  made  by  Swindon 

Borough  Council  ...  ...  ...  92 

Action  taken  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 
Section  138  Water  Act  1945.  Section  30. 

Number  of  Water  Act  Notices  served  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ....  ...  22 

Number  of  Water  Act  Notices  complied  with 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  mains  supply  due 

to  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  18 

Details  of  premises  where  Water  Act  Notices  were  complied 
with: — 

16,  Green  Lane,  Wroughton. 

*64,  Ermin  Street,  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 

*96,  Becchcroft  Rd.,  „ 

*98,  Beechcroft  Rd.,  „ 

35,  St.  Philips  Rd.,  „ „ 

18,  Beechcroft  Rd.,  „ 

93,  Beechcroft  Rd.,  „ 

16,  Highworth  Rd.,  „ 

* denotes  work  carried  out  by  Local  Authority. 
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RESULT  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

SAMPLE  OF  GADBOURNE  MAIN  SUPPLY  (Wroughton). 
Sample  taken  from  14,  Church  Hill,  Wroughton. 

Appearance:  Clear,  colourless,  no  sediment.  No  smell. 


Reaction:  pH  7.1 

Parts  per  Million 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  Less  than  0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.028 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides)  ...  ...  ...  10 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  ...  17 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours)  ...  ...  0.32 

Nitrite  ...  ...  ,..  ...  Absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate  ...  ...  ...  2.3 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  455 

Loss  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  35 

Appearance  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  Slight  charring 

Hardness: 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  320 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  48 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  368 


Lead  and  Copper 


Absent 


SAMPLE  OF  HAM  ROAD  SUPPLY  (Wanborough). 

Sample  taken  from  Knoll  House,  Upper  Wanborough. 
Appearance:  Clear,  colourless,  no  sediment,  no  smell. 

Reaction:  pH.  7.26. 

Parts  per  Million 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  ...  ...  22 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  Less  than  0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.034 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides)  ...  ...  ...  |2 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  ...  ...  20 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.)  ...  ...  ...  0.2 1 

Nitrite  •••  •••  ...  ...  Absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate  ...  ...  ...  2.6 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  380 

Loss  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  25 

Appearance  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  Slight  charring 

Hardness: 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  273 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  30 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 


Lead  and  Copper 
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Absent 


SAMPLE  OF  LATTON  SUPPLY  (Swindon) 

Sample  taken  from  2,  New  Council  Houses,  Blunsdon. 
Appearance:  Clear  and  colourless.  No  sediment. 

Reaction:  pH.  7.4. 

Parts  per  Million 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  ...  ...  20.4 

Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  About  0.1 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  0.072 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.056 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides)  ...  ...  ...  26 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  ...  43 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours)  ...  ...  0.14 

Nitrite  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate  ...  ...  ...  0.1 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  380 

Loss  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  15 

Appearance  on  ignition  ...  ...  No  charring 

Hardness: 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  268 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  10 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 


Lead  and  Copper  ...  ...  ...  Absent 


SAMPLE  OF  ASHTON  KEYNES  SUPPLY  (Cricklade  and 
Wootton  Bassett) 

Sample  taken  from  The  Street,  Castle  Eaton. 

Appearance:  Clear  and  Colourless.  No  sediment. 

Reaction:  pH.  7.4 

Parts  per  Million 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  ...  ...  12.7 

Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  Less  than  0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.02 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides)  ...  ...  ...  16.5 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  ...  27 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.)  ...  ...  0.10 

Nitrite  ...  ...  ...  •••  Absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate  ...  ...  0.7 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  •••  345 

Loss  on  ignition  ...  •••  •••  22 

Appearance  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  No  charring 
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Hardness: 

Temporary  ...  •••  •••  268 

Permanent  ...  •••  •••  27 


Total  295 

Lead  and  Copper  ...  •••  Absent 


SAMPLE  OF  OGBOURNE  SUPPLY  (Swindon) 

Sample  taken  from  6,  Brimble  Hill,  Wroughton. 

Appearance:  Clear,  colourless.  No  sediment.  No  smell. 

Reaction:  pH.  7.1 

Parts  per  Million 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  Less  than  0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.018 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides)  ...  ...  ...  13 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  ...  21 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours)  ...  ...  0.18 

Nitrite  ...  ...  ...  Absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate  ...  ...  ...  4.3 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  •••  450 

Loss  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  45 

Appearance  on  ignition  ...  ...  Very  slight  charring 

Hardness: 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  295 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  58 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  353 


Lead  and  Copper  ...  ...  ...  Absent 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

DETAILS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  1955 
Public  Supplies. 


Parish 

Total  No. 
samples 
taken 

Total  No. 
Total  No.  Unsatis- 

Satisfactory  factory 

Bishopstone 

2 

2 — 

Blunsdon 

13 

13 

Castle  Eaton 

3 

3 

Chisledon 

6 

6 — 

Hannington 

1 

1 — 

Havdon  Wick 

2 

2 

Highworth 

3 

3 — 

Inglesham 

2 

■>  

Liddington 

4 

4 — 

South  Marston 

3 

3 — 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

3 

3 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

7 

7 — 

Wanborough 

3 

3 — 

Wroughton 

M 

11  3 

Private  Supplies. 


Bishopstone 

2 

2 

Chisledon 

4 

4 



Highworth 

4 

2 

2 

South  Marston 

12 

10 

2 

Wroughton 

30 

15 

15 

Wanborough 

2 

2 

— 

Individual  Supplies. 


Blunsdon 

3 

1 

2 

Castle  Eaton 

— 

— 

— 

Chisledon 

22 

9 

13 

Liddington 

3 

— 

3 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

37 

5 

32 

Wanborough 

12 

2 

10 

Wroughton 

7 

5 

-> 
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DETAILS  OF  PARISHES  IN  HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  WITH  NUMBER  OF 
HOUSES  AND  POPULATION  SUPPLIED  WITH  MAINS  WATER  INTO  HOUSES,  OR 

FROM  STANDPIPES 

(These  figures  relate  to  public  water  mains  only  and  do  not  include  private  water  supplies  at  Chisledon  and  Bishopstone). 
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MILK  TESTS  CARRIED  OUT  IN  1955. 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1955  — 284 

Details  are  as  follows: — 


Category 

Meth\ 

lene  Blue  Test 

Biological  examination 

Samples 

taken 

No. 

Passed 

Failed 

No. 

Void 

Samples 

submitted 

Free  of 
infection 

Void 

Positive 

T.B. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

104 

80 

18 

6 

36 

28 

8 

_ 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

6 

6 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Pasteurised 

4 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

Ungraded 

95 

65 

23 

7 

34 

28 

6 

— 

rOTALS 

209 

155 

41 

13 

74 

57 

17 

— 

NOTE:  One  sample  of  Ungraded  Milk  was  submitted  for  Patho- 
logical Examination  and  found  satisfactory. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949  to  1954 


Number  of  Dairies  Registered  on  31-12-55  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Distributors  Registered  on  31-12-55  ...  13 

Number  of  Producer  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  visits  re  sampling,  supplies  and  visits  to  dairies  37 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949 
and  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 


Regulations  1949 

Number  of  Dealers  in  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  licensed 

on  31-12-55  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Dealers  in  Pasteurised  Milk  licensed  on 

31-12-55  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Numbers  of  Dealers  in  Sterilised  Milk  licensed  on  31-12-55  2 

Number  of  Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  Dealers 

licensed  on  31-12-55  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Supplementary  Pasturised  Dealers  licensed  on 

31-12-55  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
gave  approval  to  the  construction  of  practically  a new  Disposal 
Works  at  Highworth  and  work  was  commenced  during  May,  1955, 
and  good  progress  had  been  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  will  be 
completed  about  July,  1956. 

Last  year  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  gave 
approval  to  the  construction  of  tiller  beds,  humus  tanks  and  sludge 
beds  with  ancillary  works  at  the  Sewage  Works.  The  majority  of 
the  work  was  carried  out  during  the  vear  and  will  be  completed  early 
in  1956. 

Approval  has  been  given  for  the  construction  of  a new  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  at  Blunsdon  and  work  was  put  in  hand  about  the 
middle  of  the  year.  A further  request  was  made  to  the  Ministry  for 
the  extension  of  the  sewer  to  the  Hunts  Hill  sewer,  and  it  is  anticipated 
work  will  commence  next  year. 

The  sewage  from  Stratton  St.  Margaret  was  treated  at  a Works 
in  the  Nythe  Road  Area,  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  which  Works  were 
overloaded  and  new  sewers  are  being  laid  to  discharge  into  the  ex- 
tension sewer  laid  from  the  Swindon  New  Central  Interceptor  sewer 
so  that  the  sewage  from  Stratton  St.  Margaret  can  be  dealt  with  at 
their  Rodbourne  Works  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  changeover  will  take 
place  early  in  1956. 
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DRAINAGE  WORKS 

Supervised  by  the  Public  Health  Department  in  1955  does 
not  include  works  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants. 


Parish 

New 

drainage 

W.Cs. 

Bathroom 

Sink 

provided 

installed 

installed 

provided 

Bishopstone 

— 

— 

Blunsdon 

Castle  Eaton 

3 

> 

Chisledon 

Hannington 

1 

Haydon  Wick 

1 

Highworth 

*4 

___ 

Inglesham 

| 



Liddington 



South  Marston 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

l 

t 

1 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  ... 

Wanborough 

Wroughton 

Total 

25 

4 

12 

15 

30 

7 

13 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936  SECTION  269. 
MOVABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CARAVAN  SITES 

Number  of  licences  issued  during  1955.  (Individual). 
Number  of  licences  refused  on  Public  Health  grounds  1 

Number  of  site  licences  refused 

Number  of  site  licences  issued  1 

Number  of  individual  licences  in  force  December. 

1955. 

Number  of  site  licences  in  force  December.  1955 

93 

Number  of  caravans  on  sites. 

Number  of  caravans  without  licences  and  referred  to 

Town  and  Country  Planning. 

Number  of  visits  paid  (including  visits  to  casual  ^ 
campers). 
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Parish 

1954 

1955 

Parish 

1954 

1955 

Blunsdon 

45 

64 

Stratton 

17 

26 

Chisledon 

1 

2 

South 

Marston 

2 

4 

Highworth 

3 

3 

Wanborough  . . 

2 

2 

lnglesham 

10 

10 

Wroughton 

7 

17 

Liddington 

1 

— 

Totals 

88 

128 

| 1950 

..  Total  .. 

46 

1951 

Total  . 

67 

1952 

Total 

79 

1953 

Total 

75 

1954 

Total 

88 

1955 

Total  ... 

128 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 
List  of  Factories  in  the  District. 


Aero  Manufacturers  and  Repairs  ...  ...  2 

Agricultural  Crop  Dryers  ...  ...  ...  | 

Animal  Residuals  ...  ...  ...  l 

Basket  Maker  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  11 

Brewing  and  Mineral  Waters  ...  ...  3 

Brickmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

Bacon  Curing  ...  ...  . ..  i 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Boot  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Corn  and  Seed  Depot  ...  ...  ...  1 

Concrete  Block  Making  ...  ...  ...  l 

Electronics  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Engineering  including  repairs  to  motor  vehicles  ...  28 

Firewood  Merchants  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  Canning  ...  ...  ...  1 

Founders  and  Welders  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gut  Scraper  ...  ...  ...  . ..  1 

Joinery,  Wheelwrights,  Undertakers.  Woodworkers  16 
Letter  File  Making  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  I 

Mat  and  Rug  Manufacturing  ...  ...  1 

Metal  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  3 

Motor  Body  and  Caravan  Builders  ...  ...  1 

Pig  Food  Processer  ...  ...  1 

Radio.  Television  and  Repairs  ...  ...  2 

Saddlers  ...  ...  2 

Sausage  Making  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  3 

Upholstering  ...  ...  ...  1 


TOTAL  98 
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OUTWORKERS 


During  the  year  15  Outworkers  were  notified  and  the  home 
conditions  were  inspected  in  each  case.  The  homework  carried  out 
was  Glovemaking,  Clothing  and  Letter  File  Making.  The  conditions 
in  all  homes  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES 


Parish 

1955 

1954 

Bishopstone 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Blunsdon 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

1 Dvsentery 

Castle  Eaton 

Nil 

Nil 

Chisledon 

4 Scarlet  Fever 

4 Dysentery 

2 Acute  Enteritis 

10  Scarlet  Fever 

Hannington 

Nil 

Nil 

Haydon  Wick 

Nil 

Nil 

Highworth 

Nil 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

1 D>senterv 

Inglesham 

Nil 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

Liddington 

1 Enteric  Fever 

Nil 

South  Marston 

Nil 

Nil 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

Nil 

Nil 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

1 Poliomyelitis 

5 Scarlet  Fever 

1 Erysipelas 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

2 Food  Poisoning 

Nil 

Wanborough 

Nil 

Wroughton 

I Dvsenterv 

4 Scarlet  Fever 

TOTALS 

23  Cases 

20  Cases 

In  addition  to  the  above.  10  suspected  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
were  investigated,  these  had  not  been  notified  and  5 cases  were  found 
to  be  positive. 
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INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS 


Due  to  pressure  of  other  urgent  duties  during  the  year,  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  Schools  in  the  area  were  inspected,  but  where 
Schools  had  kitchens  or  canteens,  these  were  specifically  inspected 
for  hygienic  conditions  in  the  kitchens. 


SHOPS  ACT  1950 


All  the  shops  in  the  area  were  inspected  during  the  year,  both 
food  and  non-food  shops  and  any  contraventions  of  the  Shops 
Act  as  applied  by  the  Local  Authority  or  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
where  they  were  food  shops,  were  notified  to  the  occupiers  concerned 
with  good  response  and  at  the  time  of  the  report,  the  main  defects 
found  have  been  remedied. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 
Section  50 


During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  arrange  for  the  burial  of  2 
persons  under  the  terms  of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  1948,  Section 
50. 
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PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACTS  1928  AND  1936 


Below  is  a table  giving  particulars,  in  Parish  order,  of  the 
number  of  licences  granted,  the  quantity  stored  and  the  number  of 
filling  stations  and  private  stores  within  the  district. 


Parish 

Number  of  Licences 

Quantity 

Stored 

Gals. 

Total 

Stored 

Gals. 

Bishopstone 

5 Private  Stores 

2300 

2300 

Blunsdon 

3 Private  Stores 

850 

1 Filling  Station 

3000 

3850 

Castle  Eaton 

1 Private  Store 

500 

500 

Chisledon 

4 Private  Stores 

8000 

3 Filling  Stations 

1200 

9200 

Havdon  Wick 

1 Private  Store 

250 

250 

High  worth 

9 Private  Stores 

3250 

3 Filling  Stations 

3600 

6850 

Liddington 

2 Private  Stores 

750 

750 

South  Marston 

3 Private  Stores 

22500 

1 Filling  Station 

2000 

24500 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  ... 

12  Private  Stores 

14990 

8 Filling  Stations 

6500 

21490 

Wanborough 

6 Private  Stores 

1950 

2 Pilling  Stations 

1800 

3750 

Wroughton 

7 Private  Stores 

3600 

2 Filling  Stations 

3100 

6700 

TOTALS  

73  Licences 

80140 

80140 

Total  quantity  in  gallons  licensed  for  private  Users  ...  58.940 

Total  quantity  in  gallons  licensed  for  Filling  Stations  21.200 

Grand  total  of  quantity  licensed  ...  ...  80.140 


Number  of  licences  in  respect  of  Private  Stores  . . . 53 

Number  of  licences  in  respect  of  Filling  Stations  ...  20 

Total  number  of  licences  issued  ...  ...  73 

Total  number  of  inspections  during  1955  ...  ...  74 


CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 

Chisledon  1 Private  Store  1 Ton 

Total  number  of  licences  issued  — 1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AMENDMENT  ACT  1907 
REGISTRATION  OE  OLD  METAL  AND 
MARINE  STORE  DEALERS 


Under  the  provisions  of  Section  86  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act  1907,  there  are  now  9 persons  or  companies  registered  within  the 
District  and  below  is  a list  of  the  names  and  the  situation  of  their 
place  of  business. 


Date  of 
registration 

Name  and  Address 

Business  Address 

Permanent  or 
Non-Permanent 

20/4/53 

N.  Loveridge,  The  Green  Garage. 

The  Green  Garage,  Swindon  Road, 

Swindon  Road,  Stratton  Stratton 

Permanent 

2/5/53 

L.  Bibby, 

The  Paddock. 

Ermin  Street,  Stratton 

The  Paddock, 

Ermin  Street. 
Stratton 

Permanent 

25/5/53 

T.  H.  New. 

38  Newburgh  Road, 
Highworth 

38  Newburgh  Rd.. 
Highworth 

Permanent 

12/5/53 

Coopers  (Metals)  Ltd., 
Marshgate  Works, 
Stratton 

Marshgate  Works, 
Stratton  Road. 
Stratton 

Permanent 

12/5/53 

Coopers  (Swindon)  Ltd 
Marshgate  Works, 
Stratton 

, Marshgate  Works. 
Stratton  Road, 
Stratton 

Permanent 

13/5/53 

C.  Dibben, 

Badbury  Cottage, 
Chisledon 

Badbury  Cottage, 
Chisledon 

Permanent 

30/4/54 

J.  Wheeler, 

26  Swindon  Street, 
Highworth 

Swindon  Street, 
Highworth 

Permanent 

16/6/54 

R.  J.  Coley  & Sons 
(Hounslow  Ltd.).  Slade 
Works,  Oxford  Road. 
Stratton 

Slade  Works. 

Oxford  Road. 
Stratton 

Permanent 

15/9/54 

Wessex  Metals  Ltd., 

8 Marlborough  Road, 
Wroufhton 

8 Marlborough  Rd. 
Wroughton 

Permanent 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

RECORD  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  CONTROL 
DURING  1955 


Propertx 

Inspections 
and  visits 
made 

Properties 

treated 

Infcstn.  ana 
Rats 

Major  Minor 

\sis 

Mice 

Council  houses 

73 

20 



15 

5 

Council  Sewage  Works, 

Tips,  etc. 

52 

6 

t 

5 

— 

Private  Dwellings 

378 

86 

— 

82 

4 

Business  Premises 

78 

15 

— 

15 

— 

Agricultural  Properties 

64 

9 

8 

1 

. 

TOTALS  

655 

136 

9 

118 

9 

5 Sewer  Systems  were  test  bailed  and  treated  where  necessary. 

The  number  of  rodent  infestations  reported  and  treated  during 
1955  showed  a very  slight  increase  on  the  figures  returned  for  1954. 
but  the  major  rat  infestation  was  down  by  nearly  50%. 

Unfortunately  the  assessment  of  the  rodent  population  cannot 
be  accurately  obtained  from  these  figures,  as  the  comparison  be- 
tween the  number  of  bodies  found  during  the  two  periods  show 
1954  —219.  1955  — 387. 

and  of  course  this  is  in  direct  contrast  to  the  major  infestation  figures. 
It  could  be  presumed  that  the  major  infestations  although  decreased 
in  number  could  be  increased  in  the  number  of  rats  in  each. 

Fumigation  for  Vermin, 

Insects  and  Infectious  Diseases. 

78  premises  were  treated  by  the  usual  insecticides  and  fumigants. 

Flies  - 58  Cockroach  - 2 Woodlice  - 3 

Fleas  - 9 Wasps  - 2 Infectious 

Diseases  - 4 

The  number  of  premises  treated  for  flies  rose  considerably  from 
the  corresponding  figure  of  last  year.  This  was,  without  any  doubt, 
due  to  the  long  spell  of  hot  weather  which  was  non-existent  the 
previous  years. 

The  refuse  tip  at  Wroughton  was  constantly  treated  with 
gammexane  and  another  experimental  insecticide  for  the  control 
of  fly  and  cricket  infestation.  It  was  found  that  the  gammexane 
was  the  better  of  the  two  insecticides  used. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  labour  problem  has  continued  throughout  1955  and  with 
new  factories  expanding  in  the  district  where  better  remuneration  is 
offered,  no  immediate  improvement  is  likely  but  despite  these  diffi- 
culties a weekly  collection  of  the  district  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year. 

Fire  at  the  Wroughlon  lip  was  semi-controlled  but  caused  con- 
siderable difficulties  and  the  tipping  area  became  limited.  A fine 
response  for  soil  from  Messrs.  Hill  & Son,  Swindon,  enabled  the 
area  on  lire  to  be  sealed  off  which  prevented  smoke  and  a certain 
amount  of  the  unpleasant  smell  from  causing  a nuisance  to  nearby 
houses.  Unfortunately  the  tire  spread  more  rapidly  than  expected 
and  the  whole  of  the  southern  end  was  soon  on  tire  and  vehicles 
were  prevented  from  depositing  soil  on  the  affected  area  due  to  the 
subsidence  of  the  ground  under  the  weight  of  the  lorries. 

In  June  the  Council  again  contracted  for  the  collection  of 
refuse  and  boiler  ashes  from  the  R.A.F.  Hospital  at  Wroughton, 
and  were  successful.  Unfortunately  the  tender  submitted  for  the 
collection  from  the  U.S.A.A.F.  Hospital  at  Burderop  Park  was  not 
accepted. 

In  addition  to  the  R.A.F.  contract  two  smaller  contracts  had 
also  been  arranged  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse,  namely.  St. 
Margarets.  Bacon  Factory  and  Headlands  Bakery,  Stratton  St. 
Margaret.  The  revenue  from  these  contracts  provides  a handsome 
income  with  no  additional  outlay  and  helps  considerably  to  counter- 
act the  rising  cost  of  the  service. 

Staff  engaged  on  refuse  collection 

Foreman.  3 drivers,  5 loaders,  tipman. 


Vehicles 


Diesel.  I Dennis  Paxil. 
Petrol.  I Dennis  lOcu.  yd. 


Acquired  24-8-1953. 
Acquired  7-9-1948. 
Acquired  31-5-1951. 


I Dennis  1 2 cu.  yd. 


Number  of  Houses  in  District  6158. 

Size  of  district  48491  acres. 

Number  of  business  premises,  industrial  etc. — 328. 
Refuse  disposal  One  controlled  tip  at  Wroughton. 
Method  of  collection  Kerbside  collection  weekly. 
Estimated  quantity  of  refuse  collected  6051  tons. 
Overall  cost  of  service— £5936. 

Cost  per  premises  per  annum  !8/4d. 
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VEHICLE  WORKINGS 


Vehicle 

Fuel 

consump. 

Engine  Mileage  No.  of 
gals. 

..  . 

£ s.  d. 
Fuel  cost 

Miles 
per  gall. 

Fuel  cost 
per  mile 

Paxit 

Diesel  8927  738 

134  19  0^ 

12.0 

3.62d. 

10  cu.  yd. 

Petrol  10437  1304 

236  7 If 

8.0 

5.43d. 

12  cu.  vd. 

Petrol  12788  1828 

331  2 10J 

6.9 

6.2  Id. 

SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Collection,  sorting  and  baling  of  waste  paper  was  re-introduced 
during  1955  with  the  success  shown  in  the  table  given  below  and  a 
fixed  price  contract  was  agreed  with  the  buyers  which  terminates 
September  1956.  This  contract  has  been  of  benefit  to  the  Local 
Authority  due  to  the  severe  decrease  in  prices  over  the  last  months 
of  the  year.  It  is  a pity  that  such  fluctuating  demands  occur  for  waste 
paper.  At  times  the  Local  Authorities  are  pressed  by  the  Waste 
Paper  Recovery  Association  to  recover  as  much  as  possible  and 
then  a few  months  later  by  the  same  body  requested  to  reduce  their 
collection  and  baling.  There  appears  to  be  little  thought  given  to 
the  organisation  which  it  is  necessary  to  set  up  to  collect  these 
salvageable  materials  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  contract  terms, 
waste  paper  callection  by  Local  Authorities  could  on  many  occasions 
have  been  carried  out  at  a loss. 


1954 

1955 

Material 

Weight 

T.  C.  0-  lbs. 

Value 
£ s.  d. 

Weight  Value 

T.  C.  0-  lbs.  £ s.  d. 

Paper 

48  17  1 0 

1 66  1 1 9 

54  17  0 21  285  3 8 

Rags 

6 1 0 

4 14  3 

Sacking 

Ferrous  metal 

1 3 2 21 

16  2 0 

9 9 6 

4 9 2 

5 3 0 0 17  7 5 

Tins 

23  2 1 0 

90  7 0 

4 14  1 0 19  1 0 

TOTALS 

74  15  3 21 

275  11  8 

64  14  1 2 321  12  1 
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SECTION  TWO 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

During  the  year  all  the  food  premises  in  the  district  were  in- 
spected and  no  serious  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  within 
the  district.  Inspection  of  the  food  premises  showed  that  the  stand- 
ards, speaking  generally,  are  good,  although  it  was  necessary  in 
certain  cases  to  draw  the  attention  of  owners  and  occupiers  to  defects. 
We  received  co-operation  from  the  occupiers  and  the  defects  have 
been  remedied. 


REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  UNDER  FOOD  & DRUGS 
ACT  1938.  SECTION  14. 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu- 
facture of  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  pickled 
or  preserved  food  ...  ...  ...  16 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 

of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ) 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  prepacked 

ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  9 bakehouses  in  use  in  the  District.  During  the  year 
the  N.A.A.F.I.  bakery  which  was  started  in  Stratton  St.  Margaret 
transferred  to  a new  bakery  outside  the  District  and  the  premises 
they  occupied  are  now  being  used  as  a bakery  by  Messrs.  R.  & K. 
Wise  (Highworth)  Ltd.,  so  that  the  two  bakehouses  that  Messrs.  Wise 
Bros,  previously  used  as  bakehouses  in  Highworth  are  now  not  used. 

BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

There  are  9 butchers’  shops  in  the  District  which  are  regularly 
inspected.  This  shows  no  increase  or  decrease  on  the  year  1954.  The 
standards  maintained  by  the  butchers  are  good. 

CAFES 

There  are  6 cafes  and  1 transport  cafe  in  the  District  and  during 
the  year  one  small  cafe  in  the  parish  of  Blunsdon  closed  down. 
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WORKS  CANTEENS,  HOSTELS  AND  SCHOOL  MEALS 

COOKING  DEPT. 

The  following  list  shows  that  there  are  10  such  premises  in  the 
District,  all  of  which  have  been  regularly  and  closely  supervised 
during  the  year  and  are  all  satisfactory. 

Marine  Mountings,  Swindon  Road,  Wroughton. 

Messrs.  Vickers-Armstrongs  Ltd.,  South  Marston. 

Messrs.  Holland  & Hannen  & Cubitts  Ltd.,  Stratton. 

Oriental  Matting  Co.,  Vorda  Works,  Highworth. 

No.  15  Maintenance  Unit.  R.A.F.,  Wroughton. 

The  School  Cooking  Depot.  Chisledon. 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  Junior  and  Infants  Schools. 

Upper  Stratton  Secondary  Modern  School. 

Headlands  Secondary  Grammar  School. 

Highworth  County  Primary  School. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1933.  SECTION  3. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  granted  licences  by  this  Authority 
was  twenty-nine  on  31st  December,  1955.  I am  pleased  to  say  that 
there  were  no  complaints  in  respect  of  any  person  holding  such  a 
licence  during  the  year. 

ST.  MARGARETS  WILTSHIRE  BACON  FACTORY 
STRATTON  ST.  MARGARET 

During  1955  a total  of  31,722  pigs  were  slaughtered  and  in- 
spected ante-mortem  and  post-mortem  at  the  above  Bacon  Factory. 
This  was  a further  considerable  increase  over  the  1954  total  of  26,1 10 
and  is  over  double  the  1953  total  of  15,627. 

The  slaughtering  is  carried  out  from  Mondays  to  1 hursdays 
inclusive  in  each  week,  with  occasional  slaughtering  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays. 

The  work  is  carried  out  on  the  line  system  and  each  animal 
is  inspected  by  one  of  my  qualified  inspectors  who  is  present  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  time  the  slaughtering  is  carried  out. 

All  condemned  carcases  and  offal  are  removed  daily  to  a local 
destruction  plant,  and  all  blood  intended  for  human  consumption 
is  immediately  disposed  of,  should  any  pig  be  found  to  be  infected 
with  tuberculosis  or  any  septicaemic  condition. 

All  carcases  condemned  because  of  generalised  tuberculosis 
are  notified  to  the  Area  Olfice  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  whose  veterinary  officers  visit  the  owners  and  inspect  all 
pies  remaining.  I record  my  appreciation  for  the  excellent  co- 
operation received  from  the  veterinary  officers  during  the  year. 

No  swine  fever  cases  were  noted  in  the  period  under  review. 
On  anthrax  carcase  was  destroyed  under  the  supervision  of  my 
inspector  and  the  local  Police. 


40 


PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AT  22  HIGH  STREET, 

HIGHWORTH. 


Slaughtering  at  the  above  address  is  carried  out  each  Monday 
evening  with  occasional  killing  on  Wednesday  evenings.  All  animals 
are  inspected  by  one  of  my  qualified  inspectors. 

Many  of  the  bovines  slaughtered  during  the  year  consisted 
of  an  entire  herd  of  T.T.  cattle.  Three  of  these  were  found  to  be 
infected  with  tuberculosis,  this  being  localised. 

Two  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  found  during  the  year  and 
in  each  case  was  confined  to  one  viable  cyst  in  the  external  masseter 
muscle. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  up  to  31-12-55. 


TYPE  OF  ANIMAL  SLAUGHTERED 


Cows 

Bullocks 

Heifers 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Lambs 

3 

64 

63 

24 

118 

37 

40 

CARCASES  OR  PARTS  CONDEMNED 


Meat  Offal  Total 
192  lbs.  229i  lbs.  421|  lbs. 


1 Casualty  pig  killed  at  Berry's.  High  Street.  Wroughton, 
condemned  2 kidneys. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


1950 

Pigs 

1951 

Pigs 

1952 

Pigs 

1953 

Pigs 

1954 

Pigs 

1955 

Pigs 

No.  killed 

6463 

6901 

13899 

1 5627 

261 10 

31722 

No.  inspected 

6463 

6901 

13899 

15627 

261  10 

31722 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

3 

11 

14 

36 

53 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

739 

917 

2122 

1536 

3437 

3689 

Per  cent  of  no.  inspec- 
ted affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

11.4 

13.3 

15.3 

9.82 

13.3 

11.7 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

4 

11 

25 

27 

36 

39 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

230 

280 

667 

423 

716 

922 

Per  cent  of  no.  inspec- 
ted affected  with  Tu- 
berculosis 

3.5 

4.2 

5.0 

2.9 

3.1 

3.1 
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APPENDIX 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

127 

3 

24 

77 

31841 



Number  inspected 

127 

3 

24 

77 

31841 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tu- 
berculosis and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

20 

— 

— 

7 

3700 

— 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
tuberculosis  and  cysti- 
cerci   

15.7 

— 

— 

9.09 

11.7 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

7 

— 

— 

— 

922 

— 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

5.5 

— 

— 

— 

3.1 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
ation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  (Bacon  Factory) 


62  complete  carsases  & 

.organs  2044 

pig  lungs 

879f  lbs.  part  carcases 

412 

,.  hearts 

649  pigs  heads 

108 

,,  spleens 

298  complete  plucks 

426 

..  guts 

789  pig  livers 

253 

.,  flecks 

017  pig  kidneys 

1 

,.  tenderloins 

3 stomachs 

2 lbs.  collars 

3 lbs.  flanks 

40  callous  blood 

In  addition  during  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  in- 
spected and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  surrender 
notes  issued  to  the  retailers  concerned. 


254  lbs.  Beef 
15  lbs.  Cheese 
3 tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meal 
(5  lb.  tins) 

5 tins  Corned  Beef  (3  x 6 lbs., 
2x4  lbs.) 

3 tins  Condensed  Milk 
I tin  Gelatine 
16|  lbs.  Pork 

5 tins  Grapefruit  segments 
22  tins  Tomato  Soup 
3 tins  Vegetable  Soup 
10  tins  Butter  Beans 
5 tins  Steak  and  Kidney 

Pudding  (lib.  tins) 


60  tins  Tomatoes 
10  tins  Blackcurrants 
44  lbs.  Egg  Albumin  (canned) 
3 tins  Peas 
3 tins  Oranges 

Box  of  Walnut  halves 
(56  lbs.) 

100  Kilos  Groundnut  Kernels 
I I pkts.  Suet 
15x8  oz.  Margarine 
2 Bovine  livers 
I Bovine  lung 
164  lbs.  Offal 


METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOODS 

All  carcases  and  offals  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion at  the  Bacon  Factory,  Stratton,  are  mutilated  and  dyed  with 
analine  dye  prior  to  disposal  to  a local  firm  where  it  is  processed. 

The  other  foodstuffs  are  collected  and  disposed  of  on  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip. 
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SECTION  THREE 


HOUSING 

HOUSING  ACTS  1936/1954 


As  will  be  seen  by  the  table  opposite,  this  Local  Authority 
since  1945  has  received  representations  by  the  Department  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  to  deal  with  144  dwellings. 
Of  this  number,  24  were  represented  during  1955.  It  has  been  the 
intention  of  the  writer  since  1945  to  deal  with  as  speedily  as  possible 
all  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable 
at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit.  It  is  now  known  that 
the  Minister  supports  me  in  these  views  and  due  to  new  legislation, 
more  action  is  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  slum  clearance  generally, 
and  we  shall  receive  increased  subsidies  for  this  purpose.  So  much 
so  that  in  1956,  it  is  possible  that  the  whole  of  the  concentration 
on  building  of  houses  may  well  be  for  the  purpose  of  slum  clearance. 

1 am  hopeful  that  during  1956  greater  use  of  the  Improvement 
Grants  scheme  will  be  made  by  owners  to  render  many  of  these 
houses  which  are  now  unfit  into  satisfactory  dwellings  for  the  future. 
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No.  of  houses  vacant  awaiting 

demolition  . . . . 

No.  of  houses  awaiting  rehous- 

ing of  the  occupants 

No.  of  houses  demolished  . . 

No.  of  undertakings  cleared  . . 

No.  of  undertakings  accepted 

No  of  above  houses  licensed 

for  temporary  occupation 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  n>3de 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

No.  of  houses  represented 
under  Section  1 1 Housing  Act 
1936  

31.12.55 

31.12.55 

1955 

1945/54 

1955 

1945/54 

1955 

1945/54 

31.12.55 

31.12.54 

1955 

1954 

1955 

1945/54 

VO 

Oi 

Oi 

1945/54 

1 1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Lfi 

1 

OO 

1 

to 

tO 

■o 

Bishopstone 

Blunsdon 

o 
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— 

1 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1955 


1.  Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  107 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Acts.  284 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts.  ...  52 

Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  196 

3.  Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

Informal  Action  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9.  1 0 and  1 6 of  Housing 

Acts  1936 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  1 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
of  formal  notices:— 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  Nil 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  ...  ...  ■■■  Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices:— 

By  owners  ...  ...  •••  Nil 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  Housing 
Act,  1936 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  as  result  of 
Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  •••  4 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  undertakings  completed  ...  ...  4 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  25  and  26  Housing  Act 

1 936. 

Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act  1936 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
cancelled  as  result  of  premises  having  been 
made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10(1)  ...  Nil 

5.  Housing  Act  1936.  Part  iv.  Overcrowding 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end  of 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  cases  abated  during  year  ...  ...  3 


HOUSING  SURVEY  (HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS 

ACT  1954) 

Summary  of  Houses  Inspected  in  1955 

Category  1 (Fit  in  all  respects)  ...  ...  2046 

Category  2 (Minor  Defects)  ...  ...  828 

Category  3 (Unlit  Sec.  9)  ...  ...  419 

Category  4 (Suitable  for  Housing  (R.W.)  Acts  or 

acquisition  ...  ...  43 

Category  5 (UnfitSec.il)  ...  ...  438 


TOTAL  INSPECTED  3774 
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PERCENTAGES 

Category  5 ... 

11.6% 

Category  3... 

11.1% 

No  Sinks  ... 

. 5.2% 

Standtaps  ... 

1.7% 

Washdown  closets 

6.3% 

No  piped  water  supply 

2.3% 

STANDTAPS  COUNCIL 

The  Green 
Brewery  Street 
Sheep  Street 
Cherry  Orchard 
Eastrop 
Hampton 

Priors  Hill 
Church  Hill 

Strouds  Hill 

The  Bell 
The  Street  (2) 

Church  Road 

Church  Farm  Cotts. 
The  School 

Burycroft 
High  Street 

Red  Lion 
School 
The  Street 
Back  Lane 

Blunsdon  Hill 
Hunts  Hill 


OWNED 

Highworth 

| Wroughton 

Chisledon. 

| Liddington. 

\ Hinton. 

/ 

Wanborough. 

Castle  Eaton. 

\ Blunsdon. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANT  SCHEME 


HOUSING  ACT  1949/54 

During  the  year  good  progress  was  made  with  the  carrying  out 
of  schemes  for  Improvement  Grants  and.  in  consequence,  many 
houses  which  would  have  become  derelict  or  have  been  demolished 
were  saved  and  are  now  first  class  houses.  Many  of  these  houses 
were  of  character  and  charm  and  it  is  satisfying  to  see  them  being 
retained.  In  addition  to  this,  the  schemes  approved  in  certain  cases 
by  the  Local  Authority  have  saved  the  replacement  of  the  houses 
by  Council  houses  at  a far  greater  cost  to  the  Authority. 

This  Authority  has  agreed  to  give  50%  grant  up  to  the  maximum 
of  £400  on  all  improvements  which  are  approved  by  the  Engineer 
& Surveyor  and  the  Housing  Officer.  It  is  because  of  this  willingness 
to  give  50%  that  many  owners  have  gone  for  Improvement  Grants 
during  1955  and  it  is  felt  that  during  1956  many  more  schemes  will 
be  submitted  and  approved  by  the  Authority,  thereby  saving  many 
houses  from  being  demolished. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  APPROVED  DURING  1955 


No.  of 
Properties 

Estimated 
cost  of 
works 

Amount 
for  grant 
ranking 

Improvement  Grants  completed 

26 

£11.767 

£9.950 

Improvement  Grants  in  hand 
in  1955 

66 

£44,745 

£38.643 

Schemes  agreed  by  Local 

Authority  but  withdrawn 
by  owners 

3 

£1,423 

£1,053 

COUNCIL  OWNED  PROPERTY 

1.  Total  No.  of  Pre-war  houses  owned  by  H.R.D.C.  ... 

2 Total  No.  of  houses  owned  or  administered  by  Council. 

31-12-55  
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TYPES  OF  HOUSES  OWNED  BY  H.R.D.C.  31-12-55 


Traditional. 

Pre-war 

Wartime  Agricultural 
Post-war  houses 
Post-war  flats 
Gregory  flats 

Experimental  houses  (Chick) 

Non-traditional. 

Reema  houses 
Reema  flats 
Woolaway  houses 
Cornish  Unit  houses 
Cornish  flats 
Airey  houses 
Swedish  Timber  houses 

Bungalows. 

Originally  erected  by  the  Ministry  of 
Aircraft  Production 

Old  Age  Bungalows. 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

Miscellaneous  Properties. 

Staffhouses  and  flats 
Hutments 
Site  houses 
Requisitioned  houses 


479 

8 

167 

24 

8 

6 


692 


205 
32 
76 
1 14 
48 
156 
8 


639 


378 


27 

26 

— 53 


6 

9 

1 


1) 

27 


TOTAL  1789 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

No.  of  houses  completed  post-war  by  Council  870 
No.  of  houses  completed  post-war  by  Private 

Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  322 

TOTAL  1192 
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POST-WAR  HOUSES.  NUMBER  COMPLETED  YEARLY 


Year 

Private 

Enter- 

prise 

Council 

Total 

Traditional 

Non-Traditional 

For 

industry 

Council 

applic. 

For 

industry 

Council 

applic. 

1946 

15 

— 

6 

— 

8 

29 

1947 

13 

— 

27 

— 

— 

40 

1948 

9 

— 

37 

— 

46 

92 

1949 

11 

— 

8 

— 

96 

115 

1950 

9 

— 

18 

— 

54 

81 

1951 

7 

2 

19 

16 

66 

110 

1952 

23 

5 

17 

34 

71 

150 

1953 

31 

7 

23 

41 

120 

222 

1954 

97 

12 

16 

52 

16 

193 

1955 

107 

3 

13 

36 

1 

160 

Total 

322 

29 

184 

179 

478 

1192 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  the  Council  at 
December  31st.  1955. 

TRADITIONAL  31.  NON -TRADITIONAL  — 18. 


HOUSING  APPLICANTS 
FAMILY  DETAILS 


No.  applicants 

1952  1953  1954  1955 

Single  persons  ... 

Married  couples 

„ .,  with  1 child 

„ 2 children 
„ 3 children 

„ „ 4 or  more 

8 12 

160  108 

146  100 

122  70 

40  26 

20  22 

8 

105 

111 

80 

34 

21 

6 

105 

93 

89 

33 

20 
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TYPES  OF  POST-WAR  HOUSES  BUILT  IN  EACH  YEAR. 
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Number  of 
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